BRIGHTWELL, FOXHALL & PURDIS FARM GROUP PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes
Of the Parish Council Meeting held at Trinity Park at 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 8th June 2016
Present
Cllr E Warham – Chairman

Cllr B Newell

Cllr G Watts

Cllr A Day

Cllr A Wells

Cllr A Finch

Cllr N Yeo – Suffolk Coastal District Council

Mrs Angie Buggs – Clerk

66.16
Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr E Lawrence, Cllr M Briggs and Cllr Patricia O’brien.
67.16
Declaration of interest
None
68.16
Minutes
The minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting 11th May 2016 were approved as being a true record.
69.16
Matters arising from the minutes
Minute 62.16 Correspondence
a.
Local Footpath Maps received from Suffolk County Council.

Cllr Newell reported that she had been unable to consider the maps.  It was agreed that this item should be deferred until the next meeting. Action: Cllr Newell / Clerk
All other items arising from the minutes had been placed on the agenda for discussion.
70.16
To appoint a Vice Chairman
In view of Cllr Lawrence’s absence it was agreed to defer the appointment of a Vice Chairman until the next meeting. Action: Clerk
The meeting was adjourned to receive reports from:

Cllr P O’brien – Suffolk County Council – written report
Suffolk Highways will cut verges adjacent to the A-road and B-road network twice during the grass growing season. The first cut will begin on May 2nd and will take around two weeks to complete. The second cut will begin on 11th July and will take a further two weeks to complete.  The verges on C-roads and unclassified roads will receive a single cut beginning on 6th June and will take around six weeks to complete.

Foxhall Waste Recycling is to be open 6 days per wk, including Saturday & Sunday, closed Wednesday. Hours Apr –Sept 9am-5pm ( open Thurs, Sat,Sun until 7pm May-August.  October-March 9am-4pm.

The Suffolk Waste Partnership is warning anyone thinking of dumping waste in the county that new powers came into force last month that allow local authorities to issue Fixed Penalty Notices to any person found to have fly-tipped.
Any person issued one of the new Fixed Penalty Notices for fly-tipping would then have 14 days to comply by paying £200, which is reduced to £120 if paid within 10 days, although individual local authorities will have the power to fix the level of the penalty at up to £400. 
(Advice is that if you see someone dumping rubbish, please report it to your local council along with any details that might help us to identify and trace those responsible, including the registration of any vehicle involved.)
Parishes have been concerned regarding the lack of information relating to the disbandment of SNTs.  I have received a letter, from the constabulary, that apologises for not keeping communities informed of the changes. The new arrangements are for monthly tasking meetings, for Felixstowe and Woodbridge, chaired by Zoe Bolten, ( SCDC asb officer with police admin support), with representation from housing, education, social care, health etc. Local and district councillors are welcome.  Meetings are similar to those of the SNTs.

Locality grant remains the same.

Cllr N Yeo – Suffolk Coastal District Council – written report
Last Thursday I attended the Suffolk Show and what a fantastic day it was.  Again the organisers managed to fit so much into the two days that I think next year I might go on both days as I didn’t see everything.  The only dampener on the event was the weather and how annoying was it that the Friday turned out to be such a lovely day.  I am always impressed at how well the management of the traffic was and hope that it did not inconvenience the residents of Warren Heath, Foxhall and Purdis Farm too much.

At the Council we had a full Council Meeting on 26 May where Cllr Susan Harvey stood down as Chairman of the Council and Cllr Mark Newton took her place, with Cllr Christopher Blundell becoming the Deputy Chairman.

Devolution was again discussed and Andy Wood, conducting negotiations on behalf of the Leaders group in East Anglia met with Government representatives in May. Mr Wood put forward the proposal from Leaders for two deals (Suffolk and Norfolk and Cambridgeshire and Peterborough) for East Anglia, but with clear links on matters such as transport and infrastructure. 

The two proposed deals that will be discussed with Government will be based on the content of the original deal agreement signed in March. Leaders believe having two deals is the best way to get the most out of devolution for the people, places and businesses across East Anglia. 

A full public consultation will take place in the summer to allow local people and businesses to have their say on the plans and a central website has the latest East Anglia Devolution information see: www.eastangliadevo.co.uk 

And the Council are updating their website: www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/yourcouncil/a-devolution-proposal-for-suffolk/ 

Part-night lighting goes live across Suffolk Coastal from the beginning of this month (June). 

This is an ‘invest to save’ initiative, to reduce running costs and cut light pollution. It also brings us in line with other Councils, including Suffolk County Council/Highways Agency which is responsible for the main Highway or ‘road standard’ street lighting. 

The move to part-night lighting, following the installation of a £90,000 intelligent lighting system, is expected to save the Council about £30,000 a year and reduce CO2 emissions by 125 tonnes a year. 

Suffolk Coastal is responsible for 1,735 ‘footway standard’ lighting units in towns and parishes across the district. These are units that are 6 metres or below in height located in some residential areas, in public car parks, public gardens, alley ways linking residential streets and bus stops. 

With the introduction of part-night lighting, the majority of the Council's lighting units will be switched off between the hours of midnight and 5.30am, with the exception of: 

Lighting where sheltered accommodation for the elderly - to remain as all-night lighting. 

Alleyway linking residential street or at bus stop - to remain as all-night lighting. 

Car park lighting - to remain as all-night lighting. 

Bus stops - to remain as all-night lighting. 

Details of all the footway standard lighting controlled by Suffolk Coastal, broken down to parish level, is shown on the website: www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/yourdistrict/street-and-footpath-lighting/ 

Suffolk Coastal’s Environmental Protection Team has launched a more proactive service to deal with late night noise complaints during the weekends this summer. 

Around 40% of the population say that noise affects their quality of life with noise nuisance from pubs, clubs, barking dogs and loud music from neighbours proven to cause stress, loss of sleep and high blood pressure. 

The Environmental Protection Team at Suffolk Coastal deals with around 500 complaints of noise nuisance each year, most of which occur during the summer months. 

Now, following feedback from residents, this year The Council are providing a more reactive service during the busy Friday and Saturday evenings of the summer months. This improvement should help provide a better service to residents with a quicker resolution of the more serious noise complaints that occur outside of normal office hours. 

The new service was launched at the beginning of May and will run to the end of September, with officers available to respond to noise complaints from 8pm to 12 midnight Friday and Saturday nights. They can be contacted through Suffolk Coastal’s weekend evening hotline on: 01502 527132. Noise complaints can also be reported during the normal working day by telephoning: 01502 562111.

Police – No report
Cllr Warham reported that the Parish Council no longer receives police reports but information is available on the police website.

Cllr Warham stated that an email had been received from Roger Salmon the Locality Inspector for South East Suffolk (Ipswich East, Woodbridge & Felixstowe SNTs) stating that he wished to reassure the Parish Council that the police are keen to engage with the local community as much as possible.  He is keen to try and ensure that the Constabulary, through the Safer Neighbourhood Team endeavours to attend the most mutually beneficial meeting in the calendar.  Inspector Salmon is requesting details of the Annual Parish Meeting and that his team would do their upmost to attend. Following discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council’s preference for the police to attend a meeting would be the month before the Annual Parish Meeting ie April 2017.  Action: Clerk 
The meeting was re-convened.

71.16
Clerk’s Report

The purpose of this report is to update members on outstanding issues, items received after the deadline for agenda items, correspondence and action taken by the Clerk.

Local Council Public Advisory Service
I have booked Jayne Cole to deliver the following course to the Parish Council on Wednesday, 10th August 2016 at 7.30 pm at Trinity Park.

Public Nuisance and Bylaws

 
This course covers various ways that public nuisance within our communities can be addressed:
Including:
Looking at the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014
How Public Spaces Protection Orders can be used to address certain types of nuisance
The kind of behaviour that can be addressed by an Order
The kind of  Public Places that can be covered
Controlling dogs and dog fouling
Who can make an Order and how
Penalties, appeals and enforcement 
Statutory Nuisance
We look at the Environmental Protection Act 1990
What constitutes a Statutory Nuisance
How they can be addressed and by which authority
The process of issuing an Abatement Notice
Appeals and Penalties
Litter, Fly Posting, Nuisance Parking
We also cover the process for applying Bye-Laws 
 Implementing Bye-Laws
 The Model Bye-Law Sets
 Determining whether a Bye-Law may be applied
 Variations of wording
 The role of Secretary of State CLG

 Policing Bye-Laws

Deadline for Publishing Parish Council Financial Information 2015/2016 is the 1st July 2016
To make councillors aware we must public the following information on line every year.

· All items of expenditure above £100

· End of year accounts

· Annual governance statement

· Internal audit report

· List of Councillor’s responsibilities

· Details of public land and building assets

Revisions to the Suffolk Risk Management Strategy
Revisions to the strategy were approved in March by Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet to embed the latest legislative measures for some of the county’s most vulnerable communities.  The most important area of the strategy that has been strengthened is how Suffolk ensures that new housing and commercial development does not increase flood risk, focussing on using sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) wherever possible.  The document lays down clear guidelines for local agencies, planning authorities and developers to work together.  The primary principle is that wherever possible, developers should be putting in above-ground SuDS to delivery flood management, management of water quality and amenity and environmental enhancements.  It also specifies that long-term maintenance processes for drainage systems are put in place.

A strategy was first adopted in February 2013 and is a statutory requirement under the Flood and Water Management Act 2010.  It influences the flood management activities of all local partner organisations: Environment Agency; planning authorities; drainage boards; Anglian Water and the county council.  It also explains how other community partners can play their part in assisting these agencies to reduce the risk and impact of flooding.  There is an accompanying action plan, which is delivered and monitored by the Suffolk Flood Risk Management Partnership.

The full strategy document and appendices, as well as find out more about this work, by visiting the Suffolk Flood Risk Management Partnership website.

72.16
Public Nuisance and By-Laws Course
The Clerk reported that she had booked the above course for Wednesday, 10th August 2016 at 7.30 pm.  At the previous meeting councillors had agreed to invite councillors from adjacent parishes to attend.  Following discussion it was agreed to invite 2 councillors from each of the following parishes at a cost of £10.00 per person; Levington, Nacton, Bucklesham and Stratton Hall.  Action: Clerk
73.16
VAS Signs
Cllr Finch reported that he had received a quotation from Malcolm King Suffolk County Council stating that the estimated total cost of the Vehicle Activated Signs is £4,085.00 plus VAT.  It was agreed that this item should be placed on the agenda for the July meeting.  In was also agreed that the Clerk should provide an updated budget for the next meeting. Action: Cllr Finch / Clerk
74.16
To discuss the speed of Broadband in the area
Cllr Day reported British Telecom has no plans to enhance Broadband speeds in the Foxhall area and he believed that the Parish Council should put pressure on BT to increase speeds.  Individuals can go on to the British Telecom website and register their interests but he thought that as a Parish Council we should be supporting local residents and businesses to change this policy.

Cllr Day asked councillors to consider delivering a mail shot to all local properties and businesses requesting that they register their interest on the BT website and also asking them to complete an on-line survey set up by the Parish Council which would have an end date of approximately 3 months.  The mail shot would have a unique reference number.

Cllr Day stated that he had already written the mail shot and prepared the questions for the on-line survey.  The Parish Council would be able to analyse the results of the survey.

Following discussion Cllr Day proposed, seconded Cllr Newell that the Parish Council authorise the expenditure for this initiative (£75.00 for 200 mail shot letters each with a unique reference number and £19.95 per month for the on-line survey – total cost £59.85) – all in favour.
75.16
Bucklesham Road – Dog Walking Area
The Clerk reported that although she had approached the owners of the land she had received no feedback. Following discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should write to Trinity Park stating that we have been unable to reach any satisfactory outcome. Action: Clerk
76.16
Graffiti
The Clerk reported that she had received an email from Cllr Lawrence concerning the replies he had received to his complaints regarding graffiti in the parishes.
a.
The bus shelter in Murrills Road has been cleaned.

b.
The triangular roundabout ahead sign faded and defaced with graffiti. Reply from Suffolk County Council.  Reply received stating that SCC do not feel that any action is necessary, however they will continue to monitor this location as part of their routine inspections and work will be carried out if required in the future.

c.
Graffiti on wall at the junction of Murrills Road/Pearse Way. Suffolk Coastal Norse to remove.

77.16
Planning
The Planning Committee Chairman Cllr Watts reported on the following planning matters.
DC/16/0724/FUL Part Rear Garden Of Edinvillie Purdis Farm Lane Purdis Farm Suffolk - Erection of a two storey dwelling house and a one and a half storey outbuilding to include a garage, car port and gym at the ground floor with a studio at first floor over (access to the site off Bucklesham Road)

Cllr Watt reported that the Parish Council had emailed the SCDC Planning Department requesting that the application should be considered by committee however this was turned down as it did not meet the criteria and the Planning Application was subsequently approved. 
DC/16/1732/FUL 87 Bucklesham Road Purdis Farm – Single storey extension to kitchen, double storey extension to provide dining room and bedroom - No objection.

DC/16/1568/FUL Former Civil Service Sports Ground Straight Road Foxhall – Proposed erection of additional dwelling and associated car parking.

The Parish Council comment:

Whilst the Group Parish Council does not object to this application we remain concerned about the suitability of Straight Road as the access to and from this development. Therefore we ask that the Highways Department looks again at its decision to allow this development to go ahead without any changes to Straight Road such as a reduced speed limit.

A telephone call had been received from Martin Last (the Agent) requesting that the Parish Council change their comments to approve the application.

An email had been received from Liz Beighton the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Officer who is dealing with the application stating that the approved application was seen at the optimum level of development to secure the benefits of the demolition of the site.  It was considered inappropriate to accept a higher level of development acknowledging the relative isolation of the site, openness, countryside location and narrowness of Straight Road.  The application was presented and sold as an enabling scheme, which is described as the minimum amount necessary to secure the identified benefit.   The current application is therefore the creation of a new dwelling in the countryside. No justification was made in relation to its compliance with policies (namely DM3 and para 55 of the NPPF) which is resistant of additional dwellings unless in exceptional circumstances, ie agricultural dwellers, one for one replacement etc. Likewise a viability argument was not presented to support the dwelling.
There was no support to the application and therefore in accordance with the scheme delegation, as advised to the applicant, the decision was made using delegated powers.

78.16
Finance

Income

None
Expenditure

A J Buggs Salary and Expenses May 2016
£274.56
Cllr Warham proposed, seconded Cllr Watts that the above expenditure is approved – all in favour.  Action: Clerk

79.16
Correspondence 
None
80.16 Meetings attended by councillors / clerk
None
81.16
Members questions to the Chairman

a.
Cllr Wells reported that work appeared to being undertaken on the Straight Road / Bucklesham Road crossroad where it is constantly flooded.  A ditch had been cleared on the corner but it had not made any difference.  Contractors would be returning to carry out work but it is not known when.

b.
Cllr Wells and Cllr Newell both reported on the confusing road closure signs in Monument Farm Lane.  Residents have not been advised of any road work being undertaken.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Suffolk County Council Legal Department who issue road closure permits stating that the Parish Council and residents are unhappy with the signage and diversions being set up.  Action: Clerk
c.
Cllr Day reported that the Telephone Box on the Felixstowe Road had now been removed by British Telecom.
d.
Cllr Newell reported that fly tipping had occurred in Straight Road and Hall Road which she would report.  Cllr Finch stated that some of the problem in Straight Road was caused by polystyrene which had blown off the development. Action: Cllr Newell 

e.
Cllr Newell stated that her neighbour had been severely shaken as a result of a cattle truck in Hall Road which had caused her to swerve and resulted in damage to her car.  Cllr Newell requested that the Parish Council investigate a weight / width restriction being placed on Hall Road and Monument Farm Lane.  It was agreed that the Clerk should contact Suffolk County Council Highways and also speak to Jayne Cole Local Council Advisory Service.  Action: Clerk
82.16
Date of next meeting
Wednesday, 13th July 2016
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.12 pm
Signed
Date


Angie Buggs

Clerk to Brightwell, Foxhall & Purdis Farm Group Parish Council
June 2016

