BRIGHTWELL FOXHALL & PURDIS FARM GROUP PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes
Of the Parish Council Meeting held at 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 13th November 2024 at Trinity Park

Present
Cllr E Warham - Chair
Cllr E Lawrence
Cllr K Rout
Cllr B Newell
Cllr G Watts
Cllr Patti Mulcahy Suffolk County Council
Mrs Angie Buggs – Clerk

142.24	Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr E Beach.  The Clerk reported that she had received an email from Wendy Thurston resigning with immediate effect.  The resignation has been notified to East Suffolk Council Electoral Services.  Action: Clerk

143.24	To receive Members’ Declaration of Interest

Cllr K Rout declared an interest in Item 6a Planning of the agenda.

144.24	Minutes

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 9th October 2024 were approved as being a true record and were signed by the Chairman.

145.24	Matters arising from the Minutes

There were no matters arising.

146.24	The meeting was adjourned to receive reports and questions

a. Cllr Mark Packard – no report.
 
b. Cllr Ed Thompson – East Suffolk Council – no report.

c. Cllr Patti Mulcahy – Suffolk County Council – written report.

d. To receive questions from members of the public.

A member of the public attended the meeting to discuss with councillors the problems associated with residents parking inappropriately on green areas and pavements. The resident stated that in some instances it was necessary to walk on front gardens as opposed to walking on the road which is extremely dangerous. Concerns were also expressed about restricted pavement space for wheelchair access and buggy safe passage. This is a problem which relates to many roads in Purdis Farm. Cllr Patti Mulcahy Suffolk County Council asked the Parish Council to write to her so that she could contact Suffolk County Council Highways so they could investigate the matter.  Cllr Mulcahy stated that the parking on pavements has been decriminalised and now East Suffolk Council enforces issues with parking.  The resident pointed out that it is the same residents who are parking on green areas and pavements.

A member of the public who lives in Felixstowe Road asked the Parish Council for support regarding Unit 4 Orwell Logistics Park.  The residents now look on to a solid sheet of steel with no external cladding to deaden the noise. Unfortunately, between the properties and Unit 4 is the Ipswich to Felixstowe railway line which makes the situation even worse due to the train noise being more apparent due to the steel cladding. 

The residents on Felixstowe Road are asking what can be done to mitigate the noise and the outlook. The resident said that they are now looking at a 24-metre-high wall of steel.

Residents are requesting that the Parish Council request that the Planning Committee South are invited to carry out a site visit.

The Parish Council agreed to write to Cllr Mark Packard the Chairman of East Suffolk Council Planning South and Ben Woolnough the Head of East Suffolk Planning inviting them to a site visit.  Action: Cllr G Watts / Clerk

147.24	Planning

a. General

This document updates the planning schedule and highlights any applications for discussion at the November 2024 meeting of the Group Parish Council. There are also two Appeals which are being dealt with by the Planning Inspectorate after the original applications were refused by East Suffolk Council Planning. As detailed below there appears to be little progress on most of these applications.
DC/23/4699/OUT - Land Opposite Seven Hills Roundabout Felixstowe Road Nacton.
The Parish Council has objected to this application. Considering it to be an overdevelopment of land near an AONB which will cause traffic problems along the A14 & A1156 – Both SCC Highways and National Highways have lodged holding objections to enable them to examine and verify the information provided by the applicant. SCC Highways are concerned about non-vehicular access including pedestrian and cycle access. National Highways have asked for a decision to be delayed until at least 20th December 2024 as they would like further time to assess the impact on the Strategic Road Network. SCC Highways have asked for much more information about walking and cycling access to the site and the siting of the traffic lights along the A1156.

DC/23/4635/FUL – Care Home Felixstowe Road Foxhall
The Parish Council objected to this application due to insufficient car parking and expressed concern about the adverse effect on primary care in the area as highlighted by the NHS Integrated Care Board.
At their meeting in July the Referral Panel decided there was insufficient grounds to refer this application to the Planning Committee for a decision. As a result, the decision will be made by the Planning Officer who is minded to approve the application. So far, no decision has been made but the application is likely to be approved.

DC/24/0448/FUL - Part Land at Foxburrow Farm Waldringfield Road Brightwell Ipswich Suffolk IP10 0BZ Change of use of land for use as caravan storage (associated with Oaks Caravans).
The Parish Council did not object to this application. It remains undecided and Waldringfield Parish Council have objected based on the number of applications for this site and their cumulative effect on the local area. There is no further news about this application other than a new revised site plan has been submitted.

DC/24/0412/FUL – Twisted Oaks Bike Park – Intensification of use for outdoor activities.
The majority of the Bike Park is not within the Parish of Brightwell but as with other major applications in neighbouring parishes we have made a comment which in this case is that we do not object to the application. Bucklesham Parish Council have objected on both environmental grounds (effect on wildlife) and health and safety (the danger of flying arrows). There is no further news about this application.

DC/24/2025/VOC – Foxhall Barns Hall Road - Variation of Condition No. 3 of DC/23/4450/VOC (Variation of Condition 2 of Planning Permission DC/22/0785/FUL: Change of use, alteration and extension to some of the former agricultural buildings into a new Orthodontic surgery with associated facilities) -  Variation to the wording of Condition 3 to allow the following - The hereby approved development shall be used for only dental and related healthcare use and associated facilities including office administration and welfare arrangements, plus the sale of food and beverages to staff and patients, retaining Class E(e) Use and adding Class E(b) Use - Sale of food and drink for consumption (mostly) on the premises.

The Parish Council objected to this variation as we do not see the need for the sale of food and beverages to staff and patients. In the opinion of the Parish Council the provision of drink making facilities and cooking facilities such as a microwave are appropriate for this type of business not the sale of food and beverages to staff and patients. There is no further news about this application.

AP/24/0014/REFUSE or APP/X3540/W/23/3331555 (Planning Inspectorate Reference)
Outline Application (All Matters Reserved) - Proposed new dwelling with associated outbuildings | Backlands Purdis Farm Lane Purdis Farm Ipswich Suffolk IP3 8UF.
This involves concerns about access to the new property via a narrow lane between two bungalows in Purdis Farm Lane. Following a site visit on 26 September 2024 the Planning Inspector has rejected this appeal. This because the disturbance to the two bungalows caused by vehicles using the narrow lane is greater than the marginal difference in housing stock caused by the construction of one property.

AP/23/0074/REFUSE or APP/X3540/W/23/3330089 (Planning Inspectorate Reference)
Change of use of land for siting of 31 static units and 12 touring pitches and ancillary facilities - re-submission of DC/20/5102/FUL. | Land Off Ipswich Road Brightwell Ipswich Suffolk IP10 0BJ
The applicant claims that they have addressed the Council concerns about non-vehicular access, damage to SSI, sewage, and facilities on the site. A final decision is awaited. However, the Planning Inspectorate has decided that considering the nature, scale and location of the Proposed Development and nature of the receiving environment, whilst there may be some impact on the surrounding area and nearby designated sensitive areas as a result of this development, it would not be of a scale and nature likely to result in significant environmental effects. Accordingly, this development is not an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development. A decision on this appeal is still awaited.

Application for discussion at the November Parish Council Meeting
DC/24/3723/FUL Removal of existing front porch and the erection of a new front porch.    
69 Bucklesham Road Foxhall Ipswich Suffolk IP3 8TR.

As no objections or adverse comments have been received about this application the recommendation is that the Parish Council does not object to this application. The Parish Council agreed not to object to this application.

Since the last meeting, the Parish Council has offered no objection to the following applications.

DC/24/3410/FUL Redferns Bucklesham Road Foxhall Ipswich Suffolk IP10 0AA. Retrospective application - Change of use of a garden shed to Dog Grooming business.
DC/24/3633/P3Q Toad Hall Farm, Felixstowe Road, Foxhall, Ipswich, Suffolk IP10 0DE. Prior Approval - Agriculture to Dwellings - Conversion of existing building to 3no. dwellings.

b. Orwell Logistics Park Unit 4
Following the presentation by a resident during the Open Forum and the subsequent discussions which took place it was agreed that the Clerk should write to the Chairman of the Planning Committee and the Head of Planning in support of the residents’ views.
There is a very large warehouse (Unit 4 at the Orwell Logistics Park) being constructed at the Felixstowe end of the site. At the recent Brightwell Foxhall & Purdis Farm Group Parish Council meeting the resident whose house backs on to this new warehouse asked if the current chairman of the East Suffolk Planning Committee South and District Council would meet with him, his neighbours and Ben Woolnough and the remaining members of the committee who made the planning decision in 2021, Councillors Deacon, McCallum and Hedgley.  Such a meeting would enable planning committee members to see first-hand the adverse effect this massive building is having on residents’ lives. It was agreed that the Parish Council strongly supports this request and urge Mark Packard to contact the resident as soon as possible so that such a meeting can be arranged.  The Parish Council looks forward to hearing the outcome of the meeting and details of any mitigation which can be put in place for the benefit of residents.  Action: Clerk / Cllr G Watts
148.24	To discuss inappropriate parking in Purdis Farm

Please see details under Minute 146.24 d. An email to be sent to Cllr Patti Mulcahy Suffolk County Council to enable her to discuss the problem of parking on Purdis Farm with SCC Highways.  Action: Clerk / Cllr E Lawrence / Cllr Patti Mulcahy

149.24	To discuss and agree plans to provide greener parishes

Cllr B Newell reported that a further meeting of the Greener Infrastructure Meeting had been held on Wednesday, 6th November 2024 but she had been unable to attend but no feedback has been received. Cllr Newell reported that for our parishes the greatest challenge is community engagement which we should pursue and for a start we could contribute towards connectivity with a stepping stone at Brightwell Church Yard. Cllr Newell stated that she had tried to get in touch with Toby Tate the Vicar of Brightwell Church but had been unsuccessful. Action: Cllr B Newell
150.24	To agree meeting dates 2025 

The Parish Councillors agreed the following meeting dates for 2025.

Parish Council Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month except August.

Wednesday, 8th January 2025
Wednesday, 12th February 2025
Wednesday, 12th March 2025
Wednesday, 9th April 2025
Wednesday, 14th May 2025 (Annual Parish Council Meeting/Annual Parish Meeting)
Wednesday, 11th June 2025
Wednesday, 9th July 2025
Wednesday, 10th September 2025
Wednesday, 8th October 2025
Wednesday, 12th November 2025
Wednesday, 10th December 2025

Action: Clerk

151.24	To confirm the adoption of the Local Government Pay Award for Clerk 

The Local Governance Pay Claim 2024/2025 had been circulated to all councillors. It was proposed that the Parish Council agree to increase the clerk’s salary as recommended by NALC (Salary Scale LC1 13) back dated to the 1st April 2024 – agreed. Action: Clerk

152.24	To discuss and approve the budget for 2025/2026

The Clerk reported that the Budget 2025/2026 had previously been circulated and asked for any comments. It was agreed to add £600 for grit/dog bins.  Cllr K Rout proposed, seconded Cllr B Newell that the Parish Council formally adopt the budget for 2025/2026 – all in favour. Action: Clerk

153.24	To discuss and approve the precept for 2025/2026

Following discussion Cllr G Watts proposed that the Parish Council set the precept at £7,000 for the financial year 2025/2026, seconded Cllr E Lawrence – 4 in favour, 1 abstained – carried by a vote of 4-1.  Action: Clerk

154.24	Clerk’s Report November 2024

Thank you to Eddie Lawrence for laying the wreath on the war memorial in Brightwell Church Yard and to Kevin Rout for planting the flowers around the Foxhall Village Sign which look beautiful and are in full bloom. Fortunately, the damage inflicted on the grass around Foxhall Village Sign by contractors looks to be improving.

Residents Attending the Meeting

A Purdis Farm resident will be attending the meeting to discuss the parking of vehicles on pavements/grass areas in Purdis Farm.

A number of residents will be attending the meeting to discuss the building of warehouses behind the houses in Felixstowe Road.  One resident asked about speaking at the meeting and I explained that we allow 5 mins per speaker and 20 mins in total for the Open Forum.

Budget 2025/2026	

The total anticipated receipts for 2024/2025 are:

Precept	£7,000.00
Vat Refund	£3,329.00
CIL Receipts	£14,131.96
Total Receipts 2024/2025	£24,460.96

There is a strong possibility that we will receive additional CIL receipts during the year 2025/2026 due to the amount of development in Purdis Farm.

CIL receipts form a substantial part of the monies we hold.  As at the end of March 2024 we had £8,013.36 in CIL receipts.  If you add that amount of the £14,131.96 (2024/2025) the total of our CIL receipts stands at £22,145.32. We currently have £55,456.81 total monies in hand therefore we have £33,311.49 available monies.  

We need to give urgent consideration to using the CIL receipts of £22,145 bearing in mind that CIL receipts can only be used for infrastructure.

Before the meeting can all councillors give consideration to ideas which relate to infrastructure such as replacement of VAS signs, bus shelter in Murrills Road, a village sign for Purdis Farm adjacent to the existing notice board in Murrills Road. I’m attaching a CIL Receipt Document for your information.

155.24	Finance

Income
CIL Receipts	£4,529.98
VAT Refund	£3,329.00
		
Expenditure
Clerk’s Salary and Expenses October 2024	£418.70
Flyer Parish Newsletters	£659.00

Bank Account Balances
Current Account on 31st October 2024	£47,00.55
Deposit Account on 31st October 2024	£8,456.16

The Clerk reported that the half year accounts had previously been circulated to all councillors. Councillors agreed that the Parish Council formally adopt the half year accounts – all in favour. Action: Clerk

Cllr E Warham proposed that the above expenditure be approved, seconded Cllr G Watts – all in favour. Action: Clerk

156.24	Meetings attended by councillors/clerk

a. Cllr G Watts reported that Sizewell holds a main forum every 6 months.  Cllr G Watts attended the recent Sizewell Transport Forum which is more relevant and focused on Sizewell Roads and the FMF.  He said that although he could not attend the meeting, he had asked the question as to what was the current position regarding the Levington Water Facility or whether it was no longer needed.  Action: Cllr G Watts

b. Cllr B Newell reported on the recent Brightwell Lakes Forum she had attended.  She said that the focus of the forum will now move from discussing planning and construction to focus on residents needs and that new residents will be notified of the existence of the forum to enable residents to attend.  The Parish Clerk had been approached by a resident to install dog and litter bins on the development of Brightwell Lakes.  Cllr B Newell stated that the request had been reported to the forum.

157.24 Members questions to the Chairman

a. Cllr B Newell stated that some of the CIL money could be used to renovate the War Memorial in Brightwell Church.  Other suggestions put forward by councillors were a Purdis Farm Village Sign, a path on the Felixstowe Road between the layby and the pedestrian crossing, white lines at the entrance to Meadow Crescent to prevent parking and the  enforcement of parking in Purdis Farm.  It was agreed to put an article in the next publication of the Newsletter asking for suggestions for the use of the CIL funds. Action: Cllr E Beach / Clerk

158.24	Date of next meeting

Wednesday, 11th December 2024

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35 pm.




Signed……………………………………………………………………………………..…… Date………………………………………..




Angie Buggs
Clerk to Brightwell Foxhall & Purdis Farm Group Parish Council	


